This dissertation studies the problem of clustering objects represented by relational data. This is a pertinent problem as many real-world data sets can only be represented by relational data for which object-based clustering algorithms are not designed. Relational data are encountered in many fields including biology, management, industrial engineering, and social sciences. Unlike numerical object data, which are represented by a set of feature values (e.g. height, weight, shoe size) of an object, relational object data are the numerical values of (dis)similarity between objects. For this reason, conventional cluster analysis methods such as k-means and fuzzy c-means cannot be used directly with relational data.
